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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0843 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, ET 

SUBJECT: ASMARA SECURITY 

1 . BY ALL INDICATIONS, COL. ALEMAYEHU DESTA, NEW CO OF SECOND 
DIVISION, IS MOVING PROMPTLY TO TIGHTEN SECURITY CONDITIONS AND 
RAISE MORALE OF TROOPS. 

2. UNIT IN MASSAWA IS BEING RELIEVED. EIGHT TRUCKLOADS OF A FRESH 
UNIT DROVE TO MASSAWA THREE DAYS AGO. ALTHOUGH DUTY IN MASSAWA IS 
NOT PARTICULARLY DANGEROUS, THE CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT ARE 
UNATTRACTIVE FOR TROOPS; THIS IS FIRST REPLACEMENT OF TROOPS IN 
RECENT MEMORY. 

3. NEW TROOPS ARE BEING FORMED FROM BOTH CITY POLICE AND CUSTOMS 
(FINANCE) POLICE. REPORT IS THAT THOSE AGE 35 AND UNDER ARE 

BEING SENT TO ADDIS FOR 2-3 WEEKS OF COMBAT TRAINING AND MERGED 
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281230Z OCT 76 NOTAL) 
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4. ATMOSPHERE AT SECOND DIVISION HEADQUARTERS IS MORE SOLDIERLY. 
TROOPERS WITH FLAME DIVISION PATCHES ARE NOW ON GUARD IN MACHINE- 
GUN JEEPS AT ENTRANCE TO COL. ALEMAYEHU'S OFFICE. WHILE WE CANNOT 
CONFIRM REPORTS YET, IT SEEMS THAT MORE FLAME DIVISION UNITS ARE 
ARRIVING AND SOME SECOND DIVISION UNITS ARE LEAVING. MOREOVER, 
SOME PARATROOPERS ARE BACK IN TOWN FOR FIRST TIME SINCE MID- 
SUMMER. 

SLUTZ 
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